Catheter-associated urinary tract infections: impact of catheter materials on their management.
Infection associated with an indwelling catheter is a representative type of biofilm infection occurring in the urinary tract. Since the most effective way to control this intractable infection is the prevention of bacterial attachment and subsequent biofilm formation on the catheter, the importance of catheter materials and anti-bacterial coating cannot be underestimated. The difference in the degree of bacterial attachment among standard catheter materials, the efficacy of silver-coating of catheters in preventing infection and the potency and effectiveness of a new lecithin/silver coating are discussed.